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A case report : Dystocia in two Asian elephants
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Abstract

Two cases of dystocia in Asian elephants, aged 27 and 35 years old, submitted to the Kasetsart
University Veterinary Teaching Hospital, Kamphangsaen. The first case was a pregnant elephant with the
gestation period of 24 months. The elephant showed signs of parturition with a continuing repulsed of fetal
fluids for 3 days. The calf was death according to transrectal ultrasonographic result. Episiotomy was
performed to pull out the death calf that was in abnormal position and became autolysis. Three days later,
the forelegs of the calf came out and we could pull out some parts of the skull. The elephant died the day
after. The necropsy finding showed uterine rupture, peritonitis and necrosis of omentum. The second case
had her first pregnancy with the gestation length of 25 months. The elephant showed signs of parturition
for 2 days and the transrectal ultrasonography found the death calf. Episiotomy was perform and found the
fetus was fit the birth canal, the left foreleg was removed by fetotomy, but we could not pull out the whole
body. The next day, the elephant showed restlessness and abdominal swelling. We, then, used troca-canular
to reduce gas in the intestine. The elephant suffered from respiratory failure and died. The necropsy found
accumulation of gas in the colon, peritonitis and inflammation of the intestine.
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